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Merrimack County joins Community Power Coalition of New Hampshire

Boscawen, NH — In December 2023, the Merrimack County Board of Commissioners voted to join
the Community Power Coalition of New Hampshire, a statewide nonprofit electricity supplier created
by counties and municipalities. In doing so, the Merrimack County Community Power Committee was
established, with the goal of assisting electric customers throughout the county in saving money on

their power bills, while expanding clean energy options.

This county-wide approach helps to streamline access to Community Power benefits and savings,

while maintaining full control, in two ways:

1. Once the program is launched, electric customer within the county may elect to join into the
program and benefit from lower rates and expanded energy choices; and

2. Towns that choose to participate by a majority vote of their select board may choose Merrimack

County Community Power as the default electricity supply option.

The Merrimack County Community Power Plan is an electricity supply program that, upon launch,
will be available on a voluntary opt-in basis to all electric customers within the county. Merrimack
County Community Power will also offer electricity supply service on an opt-out basis directly for
municipalities that request, by majority vote of their respective governing bodies, to participate in
Merrimack County Community Power. The intent of the program is to lower energy costs, expand
energy options, and to avoid the staff time, expense, and administrative/regulatory efforts required to

initiate programs by municipalities individually.

For municipalities electing to take opt-out service, initial participation in Merrimack County
Community Power can be declined by customers, after which enrollment becomes voluntary.
Customers are mailed notifications prior to enrollment, may decline to participate, and may choose to

switch back to the utility or to take service from a competitive electric power supplier at any point in


http://www.merrimackcounty.net/
mailto:jriendeau@merrimackcounty.net

time without fee or penalty.
The county will be holding two separate public hearings in February to present and adopt the

Merrimack County Community Power Electric Aggregation Plan (click to view). More information

on the Community Power Coalition of New Hampshire can be found here (click to view), including

the current Community Power Rates (click to view). Merrimack County encourages public comment

on this important initiative.

Merrimack County Community Power Committee: Timeline for Joining Community Power
Coalition of New Hampshire

#PublicHearing - February 13th, 10:00 a.m., 163 N Main Street Concord N.H. 03301
sPresentation on Community PowerElectricAggregation Flan

ePublicHearing - February 27th, 10:00 a.m., 163 N Main Street Concord N.H. 03301
s2&doption of Cammunity Power Electric AggregationPlan

eFresentation - March 8th, 10:00 a.m.
sPresent Adoption of Merrimack County Cornrmunity Power Electric Aggregation Planto County Delegation

sSubmit ElectricAgaregation Planto the Public Utilities Cammission (PUC) - March 11th
sReviewto Ocour Within 60 Days (if approved, continueto next step)

eBoard of Commissioners (BOC) Approval - May 13th, 10:00 a.m., 163 N Main Street Concord M.H. 03301
*BOC to Approve the CPCNH Cost Sharing &greement and Member Service Contract
*CPCHNH Staff Presentationand Q&aASession onAgreements

shdunicipal &ction - Cities/Towns that wish to participate inhMerrimack County Power may do so by Select Board vote

shotification to Custom ers Within Participating Cities/Towns - June/July 2024
sinformative Mailing & Publicinformation Sessions tobeheldin participatingtowns for Q&4 session about the program

eLaunch Program - Fall 2024
#Estimated launch of program



file:///G:/Mel-Deanna/Community%20Power/2.15.24%20Merrimack%20County%20Electric%20Aggregation%20Plan_Revised_Draft_2_14_24.pdf
https://www.cpcnh.org/
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